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ELIZABETH OP YOKE,

QUEEN CONSORT OF HENRY V

rpHE events of Elizabeth of York's early life have already been
JL detailed in the biography of her mother, queen Elizabeth
"Wbodville. The dauphin, Charles, heir of Louis XI., king of
ITrance, was betrothed to this princess royal of England, 1475.
Although the match never took place, it secured to her a good
education ; she was taught to speak and write French well; like-
wise, Edward IT. sent for a scrivener from the city, who taught
the princess to write good court hand as well as himself. More-
over, the king amplified the state of his daughter's establishment
with a portion of the tribute Louis paid him for keeping the peace;
and when the contract was ratified in 1480, Elizabeth was called
Madame la Dauphine, and served in great state. Her warlike sire
fell ill in 1483, and Louis XL, trusting that Edward IT. would be
incapacitated from invading Prance, broke the treaty by wooing
Mary of Burgundy for his son. Elizabeth's father and only
protector dying the ensuing April, terrible reverses befel his
family.

From Westminster palace Elizabeth, her sisters, and her brother
Richard were hurried into sanctuary in the adjoining abbey by their
mother. The events that followed have been narrated. How
much the subsequent murders afflicted Elizabeth may be gathered
from the words of the blind poet-laureate of her court, Bernard
.Andreas. " The love," he says, " Elizabeth bore her brothers was
unheard of, and almost incredible."

The betrothment, privately negotiated between Elizabeth of
Tork and Henry of Richmond, by their mothers, was the first
gloam of comforfc that broke on the royal prisoners in sanctuary
after the murder of the innocent princes in the Tow^r. The
young princess promised to hold faith with her betrothed: in case
of her death before her contract was fulfilled, her next sister
Cicely, was to take her place.                               '

Owing to the utter failure of Buckingham's insurrection, the